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think, admit that the real force with which we have
to reckon is the demand for justice and for equality
as somehow implied by justice. It is easy to
browbeat a poor man who wants bread and cheese
for himself and his family, by calling his demands
materialistic, and advising him to turn his mind to
the future state, where he will have the best of Dives,
It is equally easy to ascribe the demands to mere
envy and selfishness, or to those evil-minded
agitators who, for their own wicked purposes, in-
duce men to prefer a guinea to a pound of wages.
But, after all, there is something in the demand for
fair play and for the means of leading decent lives,
which requires a better answer. It is easy, again, to
say that all Socialists are Utopian. Make every man
equal to-day, and the old inequalities will reappear
to-morrow. Pitch such a one over London Bridge,
it was said, with nothing on but his breeches, and he
will turn up at Woolwich with his pockets full of gold.
It is as idle to try for a dead level, when you work
with such heterogeneous materials, as to persuade a
homogeneous fluid to stand at anything but a dead
level. But surely it may be urged that this is as
much a reason for declining to believe that equal
conditions of life will produce mere monotony, as for
insisting that equality in any state is impossible. The

present system includes a plan for keeping the scum at
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